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TH E E’C H O From you Sounded out the word of the Lord ...
In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad ... IThes. 1:8
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THE KING'S BUSINESS REQUIRED HASTE   I Sam. 21:8
David was fleeing from King Saul. He was seeking assistance from Ahimelech, the priest. He was hungry and defenceless. Because he brandished the king’s calling card that he was on His Majesty’s Service, he was allowed to eat of the desacralized bread. (I Sam. 21:6 cf. Mt. 12:3, 4). He had not brought any weapon with him, because the king's business required haste. Could Ahimelech give him one? There was no weapon in the sanctuary except the sword of Goliath with which David had slain him in his youth. That would do. 

Why did David have to resort to these extreme and extraordinary circumstances? He had approached Ahimelech under a pretext that “The king hath commanded me a business, and hath said unto me, Let no man know any thing of the business whereabout I send thee, and what I have commanded thee: and I have appointed my servants to such and such a place.”       (I Sam. 21:2) Then he added: because the king's business required haste. (I Sam. 21:8). His excuses for requesting such favours were outright lies!

This whole transaction was witnessed by Doeg, the Edomite, and Saul’s servant (I Sam. 21:7) who later informed Saul of what happened (22:9, 10). This led Saul to condemn innocent Ahimelech and his colleagues to death for abetting David to conspire against him. Doeg was ordered to kill the 85 priests before Saul that day (22:18).

David’s deception in giving his calling card as “The king hath commanded me a business” and that “the king's business required haste” to unsuspecting Ahimelech signalled his degradation and downhill walk to the extent that he was prepared even to feign insanity in order to escape Achish, the king of Gath later. (I Sam 21:10-15).

In the Christian world today, many individuals, groups and missions have foisted the King’s calling card onto many an unwary, unsuspecting and trustful believers to part with hard-earned sums of money for the king’s business. The recipients live luxuriously on the sacrifice of simple believers who love the Lord. Much of the “business” money purported for the urgent business of missions is directed to the building of mansions instead of missions. The news media today do not lack such news. Others may not build mansions but still by deceptive means can line their pockets to fulfil their own selfish motives and agenda under “administrative expenses”.

In the local newspaper The STAR of 25 April under the title “Where Money Holds Sway” (page N46) a report was made on “the trial of a high-living Buddhist monk [in Singapore] who owns three properties and loves luxurious cars…As CEO and chairman of Ren Ci Hospital and Medicare Centre with assets of S$47mil (RM112mil), largely on public donations, he was paid a whopping annual salary of S$192,000 (RM461,000)…

The Christian faith, too, is not excluded by society’s grip of the money culture…

A few are paid like CEOs because their efforts rake in large amounts of money from followers. One of the richest is the N…C…Church, known for its fund-raising abilities, and was reported to have paid one of its leaders more than S$500,000 (RM1.2mil) last year. The church had an income of S$55.4mil (RM133mil) and total assets of S$143.36 (RM344mil) last year. In just one day alone it pulled in S$18mil (RM43mil) for the building of its new premises.”

In the last edition of The ECHOS, there was an advisory to spare a cup of coffee to help sponsor a slum child in CMCT. Yet a few days later, The ECHOS received this alert from its President, Dr. Colleen Redit: 

I am writing this email to alert you, if you are a Sponsor, that we had a lady working in the Sponsorship department called Mrs Cynthia Rachel.  She has suddenly left us and we have been reliably informed that she was working in the nights until 8.00 p.m. without the knowledge of any other staff.  The staff feel that she has taken all the addresses of Sponsors world-wide to her home.  

We have found out that her sister is running an Orphanage.  There is a possibility that you could get a letter from her, appealing for funds.  This is to warn you to be very careful and not to have any contact.

Cynthia’s husband has a small church in their house, which is not doing well.  He is a very mercenary type of person and we have a strong feeling that they are not up to good.

We have a responsibility to warn you.  If there is any contact please ignore and inform us.
Under the calling card of “The king hath commanded me a business” and “The king’s business required haste” many simple hearts have been touched to give and to sacrifice. Yet, the meeting of this need need not have to be deceptive. It can be a genuine call. For those in His Majesty’s Service, this is an axiom required of each of His servants with the corollary “Your Majesty’s command is my obedience” and they have gone out into the field trusting and obeying only Him.

Let us for this editorial state categorically that indeed it is true – 
     
The King hath commanded me a business   and  The King's business required haste.

This implies, and needs to impact us on three requirements, viz. fidelity, priority and urgency.

A. Fidelity. In His Majesty’s Service, His Command is our implicit obedience, not for us to question but to obey.

There are a few explicit commands that the King had left behind as standing orders to His troops, viz.

1. With regard to our Commission:

Mk. 16:15; Mt. 28:19, 20


Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.


Go ye…and teach all nations, baptizing …teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you;


2. With regard to our Stewardship:
Lk. 19:12, 13

A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.

And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come.

3. With regard to our Readiness for His Return:

Mk. 13:33-37

Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is…

The King’s Command to His Servants is to GO out with the GOspel and to bring in the sinners to be taught obedience to all His commandments. He promises us His presence, power and provision for the extension of His Kingdom. We are to watch and wait for His return. This expressly is His Commission and Command to us. Are we faithful and filial to Him?  What special programmes have been planned to reach out to the community with the Gospel this year on an individual basis and as well as a church effort? Has our Gospel vision dimmed especially when the “world” is now at our back door with many foreign expatriates and workers coming to our country to contribute to its development?

B. Priority. In His Majesty’s Service, His Commands must always come first.


1. Positively Stated: Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness.
Mt. 6:33

2. Negatively Spoken:

Mt. 10:37-39
He that loveth father or mother…son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

3. Affirmatively Stressed:

Mk. 12:29-31
Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:

And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart…soul…mind, and…strength: this is the first commandment.
The King allows no space before or above Him. He is supreme in all things and at all levels. 

Assembly work in Penang is into its 150th year (from 1859). In Singapore, Bethesda Hall (Bras Basah, Ang Mo Kio and Depot Walk) will be celebrating its 145th Anniversary (1864-2009) of Assembly work on July 4th.  Assembly work in Penang and Singapore has a long history of assembly work. The pertinent question is how many other assemblies have been established since then to extend the Kingdom of God? This challenge also applies to other assemblies in other states in Malaysia and other countries.

C. Urgency. In His Majesty’s Service, the timing is His, not ours.

1. Jesus, the King is retuning soon: The night is far spent, the day is at hand:
Rom. 13:12

2. Jesus, the Lord of the Harvest requires labourers to go into the field:
Jn. 4:35-38

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you,

Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest
The door for the proclamation of the Gospel has remained open for a long time. But it may not be so, soon. 

For the moment Penang is the only state among three in Peninsular Malaysia where the Gospel can still be preached freely 

and “God’s Name” can be fully proclaimed in all languages. But it will not be so, soon as attempts are being made to bring these states to be in line with the others to limit and restrain the propagation of the Gospel. 

“The King's business required haste”
Let us do what we need to do and can do,while we can still do 
– but it requires haste!
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